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2nd CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

The concept of time is as broad and complex as the history of humankind across 

millennia. Time is elusive and illusive, concrete and abstract, specific and borderless. 

As a natural phenomenon, it manifests in a range of rhythmic occurrences such as, 

among others, the transition from day to night, the cycles of the moon, the changing of 

seasons. As a social construct, it remains a central determinant of our actions and 

decisions. Like other such constructs, it encompasses elements that are understood as 

performative and relational. Paradoxically, time dictates the organization of human 

activities, while it simultaneously engenders disorder.  

Time has been explored across a vast array of disciplines such as physics, biology, 

psychology, language studies, visual arts and literature. Following its previous 

successful conferences on “Memory” (2012) and “Home” (2014), the Department of 

English Studies at UNISA presents “Time” as the theme of the 2016 Biennial 

Conference. The conference will investigate this dynamic subject from the perspectives 

of literature and language, as well as related disciplines in the humanities and beyond. 



 

To this end, we hereby invite submissions related but not limited to the following sub-

themes:  

HISTORY AND TIME 

 

The ravages of time in literature  

Historical vs cosmic time  

Linear vs nonlinear/cyclical time  

Ethnography and the temporal  

Dreamtime in aboriginal mythology, folklore, and literature  

Time in oral traditions  

Language and hegemony: a timeless matrix of power, culture, economy, socio-

militarism and identity 

 

SPACE, TIME AND IDENTITIES 

 

Historicities and historical shifts of language/literature over time  

Quantum theory and literature  

Interlanguage influence  

Gender and biological time 

Social gerontology 

 

AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS AND TIME 

 

Shifting temporalities  

Time and tempo in music and poetry  

Time travel, including machines, portals, magical objects, in literature and film  

Chaos theory in literature  

Time perception  

Narratology and fictional time 

 

ELT AND TIME 

 

The time and tides in ELT policy: Back to the Future 

ELT in the 21st century: Contemporary or contentious practice? 



 

Historicity and ELT 

(A)(Dis)Synchronicity of ELT in the ODeL situation 

Assessment: Measuring past learning, or future potential?  

Assessment in ELT: lessons from the present and past - for the future 

Modern means for an ancient art - quo vadis ELT and technology? 

The Arts and ELT in time, in touch, in space, in spirit  

New communities, new contexts: Changing ELT ten steps at a time 

LearnER or learnING-centred? New directions for an old debate 

Content and language integrated teaching (CLIL): the "end of time" for English 

Literature and language teaching 

Pre-service and in-service EL teacher development: Time profoundly (mis)used 

Marginal linguistic communities and ELT – the timeous search for linguistic synergy 

  

SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS AND DEADLINE 

 

We welcome abstracts and panel proposals from a diversity of relevant fields such as 

anthropology, archaeology, architecture, art history, classics, criminology, cultural 

studies, education, economy and management studies, environmental sciences, film 

studies, gender studies, geography, history and historiography, law, language, 

literature, philosophy, religious studies, sociology, psychology, theology, and visual arts. 

All papers should be presented in English. The time limit for each paper is 20 minutes, 

followed by discussion. 

Please submit an abstract of 200 to 250 words, your name and affiliation by March 15, 

2016 to: timeconf2016@unisa.ac.za. In order to facilitate bookings, early submissions 

would be greatly appreciated. 

All submissions will be acknowledged and acceptance of abstracts will be 

communicated by the end of January. 

 

ACCOMMODATION  

 

The conference will be held at Glenburn Lodge, in Muldersdrift, Gauteng, South Africa. 

The lodge is located in the peaceful, malaria-free area known as The Cradle of 

Humankind or Maropeng, a UNESCO Heritage Site where Homo Naledi was recently 

discovered. This venue will enable reflection and a focused exchange of ideas. 

mailto:timeconf2016@unisa.ac.za


 

 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION, INCLUDING TIMELINE AND FEES, WILL BE 
AVAILABLE ON THE SUBMISSION FORM. 
 

The Department of English Studies at the University of South Africa is looking forward to 

welcoming colleagues from all over the world to what promises to be a stimulating 

gathering in a unique environment. 

 

Collegial greetings 

 

The organizing committee 

 

 

 

 


